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Illinois Association of Highway Engineers
Ottawa Chapter

700 East Norris Drive / Ottawa, Illinois 61350

815 / 434-6131

May 13, 2012
 
Fifty three members joined together for the Second Quarterly Meeting on Tuesday, May 8, 2012 at Skoog’s Bar and Grill in Utica. Aside from celebrating “Wingo de Mayo,” we held a business meeting. The minutes of that meeting are attached, below.
 
Gene Smania has forwarded to me a partial obituary for Roger Cosgrove, past Ottawa Chapter President and Director. That information is attached, below, also.
 
Last Thursday, Warren and I met with IDOT’s Chief Counsel. It was a good discussion. We spoke about our mission, our support of the agency, and about our interactions with “prohibited sources.” We spoke about our fundraisers and sponsorships by “prohibited sources”. We ran out of time, so we’ll be heading back, soon, to talk about the Annual Conference.
Golf is a gift that has been banned by the Secretary of Transportation. While it is permissible for an IDOT employee to golf with a “prohibited source,” IDOT employees are not to accept greens fees or cart rental directly from a “prohibited source.” Additionally, a “prohibited source” may not purchase a number of golf play day packages, with the sole intent that they be distributed to employees. 
If you have further questions concerning this issue or our upcoming golf outing, please contact Warren or me.
 
As always, if you have comments or suggestions, let me or one of the officers know.
 
Herb Jung
Ottawa Chapter President
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
IAHE Second Quarterly Meeting
 
May 8, 2012
Skoog’s Bar & Grill in Utica
 
I         Welcome
 
II        Old Business
          A       Approval of last meeting's minutes 
The motion to accept the minutes was made by Scott Konieczki, seconded by Jeremy Krug. The motion was affirmed by voice vote.
            
III       New Business    
          A       Vote on new members
1       Grant Johnson
Grant Johnson has petitioned for membership. Grant was recently hired as a CET in Project Implementation. He holds a Bachelor’s of Science Degree from Missouri University of Science & Technology (formerly the University of Missouri at Rolla).  Grant holds his EIT certificate. Grant resides in LaSalle. Grant is sponsored by Jennifer Hoyt and Steve Chery. A motion was made to accept Grant as an active member by Amy Reed, seconded by Ted Fultz. The motion was affirmed by voice vote.
 
B       Future activities
1             Annual Spring Golf Outing---Senica's Oak Ridge, Utica 
Saturday, June 9, 2012 
4 Person Best Ball Scramble 
9 am start
As of today, six foursomes had signed up and paid. We still need volunteers to help with this event. We need at least ten people to watch over the “money holes” on the course and eight to ten people to register our golfers, that morning, before the event. We also need three people to monitor the prize table and run the afternoon raffles. Sign-up sheets are here at the meeting. Contact me if you can help out.
2       Marseilles Freedom Riders  Saturday, June 16, 2012
The City of Marseilles has contracted out the entire event to a promoter. They’ve given the promoter our name, but to date we have yet to hear anything. It is most likely that our days of vending beverages at this event are over.
                   3       Riverfest beverage sales     August 4, 2012
The City of Ottawa is currently re-evaluating Riverfest. It may be evolve into something quite different than in the past. I’ve contacted the city and offered up our help. I’ll let you know, as soon as I know.
4       Scholarships
2012 scholarship forms are available, now. They must be completed and returned by June 1, 2012 for consideration. We have yet to receive any applications, to date. Get the word out!
                        5       2012 Annual Conference
The Dixon Chapter will be hosting the 2012 conference in Dixon on September 20, 21 & 22. Look for registration information in July.
                        6       Latest Revisions to IDOT Ethics Policy
A “prohibited source” is an individual or entity that does or seeks to do business with IDOT. The definition of a “prohibited source” has NOT changed. As a group, the IAHE remains a “non-prohibited” source. Our membership consists of IDOT employees, retired IDOT employees and corporate members. In most cases, our corporate members are considered a “prohibited source” by IDOT.
 
The most recent revisions of IDOT’s Ethics Policy define a round of golf as a gift that an IDOT employee cannot accept from a “prohibited source”. The policy does, however, allow an IDOT employee to golf with a prohibited source, as long as that employee pays for his own round of golf. The revisions continue on further restricting the number of meals an IDOT employee may accept from a prohibited source.
 
I remind all our members who are also IDOT employees to be mindful of the Ethics Policy and how it relates to their individual interactions with “prohibited sources.”
C       Officer reports
1             Treasurer
Warren Norris gave an accounting of balances in our various accounts. We are solvent.
2             Director
Warren Norris led a general discussion on proposed pension and health care reform. He encouraged each individual to contact their legislator and share their thoughts on the direction being considered.
 
D       Call for other new business
Lori Howarth spoke about a possible group outing on a Saturday in July to Lake Geneva to participate in a 2 ½ hour Zip Line Tour. More information on the tour company can be found at www.lakegenevacanopytours.com. At this time we are gauging interest in pursuing a group outing. Please contact Lori by May 18, 2012 for more info.
 
Warren Norris spoke about a possible Sox game bus trip in late August or early September. Look for more details in the near future.
 
Herb Jung announced the next quarterly meeting will be August 8, 2012 in the District Office, at noon.
E       Attendance Lotto 
The Lotto started with $182 from past roll-overs. Fifty members participated tonight, bringing the new jackpot to $232.00. Elizabeth Jensen’s name was drawn. Unfortunately for her, she was not present, so the Lotto starts at $232.00 next meeting.
F       Adjourn  
A motion to adjourn was made by Lisa Jung, seconded by Warren Norris.  The motion was affirmed by voice vote.
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 

Roger E. Cosgrove, 79, of Peru passed away unexpectedly at 3:35 p.m. May 5, 2012, in his home. 

A memorial service will be at a later date.

Ptak Funeral Home is assisting with arrangements.

Mr. Cosgrove was born July 26, 1932, in Peru to Emmett (Melva Massieon) Cosgrove. He married Charlene Weber on Dec. 14, 1957, in First Congregational Church, Peru.

He graduated from Bradley University with a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering. He worked for Illinois Department of Transportation for 25 years. He and his wife operated Cosgrove Florals in Peru for many years. He also served in the US Army 1953-1955 and served with the Reserves 1955-1961. He received the National Defense Service Medal.

He is survived by two daughters, Lori (David) Naumann of Peru and Connie Cosgrove Alonzo of Morris; and four granddaughters, Haley and Heather Naumann, Tonya Vidito and Justine Alonzo.
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