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-Bditer, Illinois Highway Bagineey
4051 North Harlem Avenues

- Chlcago 34, Iklinols

Rear Sirs

En¢losed herewith is a news {tem for the magazine.
It miy be used as a short feature article or ineluded in
Sur ehapter news, whichever you prefor. Captions for
p;etures dare attashed to thelx corxespcnding ph&tographa

Our regulaxr quarterly news 1tem will be sent to you
in a few rayse

Sincerely,

Walter C Purcel:, Jrs



A NEW HIGHWAY

Several hundred people from the
.matteon~char1eston area shrugged off the'
discomforts of a cold, cloudy day to ate
tend the dedication ceremony which official-
Ly opened the new FeAs Route 17, $eetions _
50, 50-1, 51, 5B, and 51=VBe This new
I‘highway is nearly'niné miles lonyg and pro-
vides a direct route between Gharleston and
Mattoens It censists chiefly of a dual
24=foot cﬁnéret@ paveﬁ@nt,.ten inghes thick,
with a 40-foeot depreé$a§ earth madian and
twe sets of twin bridgess Seotion 518 con-
sists of twin bridges”compased of a'reinh
feéc@d concrete deck on gontinuous aﬁeél
girdérs, 1 span ©100'6", 2 spans 97816,
Section 51+VB'GQnsists of twin bridges Gom=
pesed of a reinforced concrete desk on
gontinuous stoeel I«<boamsy 1 s@an @610,

2 sbans @52'%“« ' _

 The dedicaticn site wae at the Loxa Road
intaréeaﬁiom,_whiah is about midway between
the two 1eading gities of Coles COBﬂtYa.ThG
pringipal speakers were Governor Otto Kernér,
Mayor Carus Loencgle of Mattoon, Mayor William
Woods of Charleston, and Des Quiney Doudna,
president aflﬁastern I1linels Unlversity.

Perhaps the most attractive person present
was Mlss Nangy Blume (Miss Coles County 1961)

holding the large bouguet of roses which Governor



Kerner hdd pre sented Lo hers

Governor Kerner complimented the leaders
. 0f the two cities on “their untiring efforts
to get this major improVemeﬁt acecﬁplishedfy '
Heg'élqu;painted out that because of this
new ﬁighway, many beﬁefiis will be derived by
Ythese two leadiﬁé olties of ou§'gr@at State”
énd tha ﬁbaple in fhis aveas |

-~ Dra Doudna eongrdtulatad highway an-

gineers for deslgning the highway . 80 that
it pasb@d “the unlversity aampus without
mérring the beauty of the institution”s

_Eaah mayoy ﬁredieteﬂ_tﬁat'the highway
will stimulate the furﬁhér'axpahsion of the
twe ¢ities in thé direction toward each
otheps

After the speakers concluded thelir
tailc;s,:govermr Kerner, Mayor Tcenogle, and
Mayor Wopdé cliﬁpéd the ribbons to cfficiaily
opéﬁ the ﬂew'hiéhway; Th@-ceremohy endéd
with & caravan of automoblles traveling
along the new route to Charleston and then
back to Mattoon.

ﬁersohﬁ@l from the Di?ision of Hlghways _-'

-who atteaied the dedication wore Ralph Bartelsmeyer,
| Ghi@f Highway Engineer; John Cychol, | 3istrict |
Engineer of Distrist Flve; John Kellewr,
Assistont District Engineer of District Fives
Tom Kennedy, Distriet Englneer of Deéign§

Ralph Gher, District Engineer of Construction;



Robert Johnson, Assistant District Engineexr
of Constructions Gene Peper, Qonstruction
Field Bnglneers .Jevald Benson, Resident

Enghneer; and Gail Compton, Inspector.



